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E The ‘Congress Exhibition’ of Calcutta, 1901 & 1906
Prithwiraj Biswas
Associate Professor and Head of Department of History

“Exhibitions have a special value. They teach us not by words, but by deeds.™

The ‘Indian Industrial Exhibition’, first held in Calcutta, 1901 was historic in
many respects and not just for its role in the endorsement of Swadeshi industry
and enterprise. It was the first exhibition under the aegis of the Indian National
Congress and the first exhibition held as part of its annual session. This brief essay
focus on the first and the sixth such exhibition, both held in Calcutta, by a study of
ephemeral data like advertisements as also news reports. While the larger economic
agenda of the grand old party was clearly manifested in these exhibitions, the later,
it seems also had a positive oufcome in the societal life of Colonial Bengal.

One of the methods adopted by the nationalists’ to popularize Swadeshi was
exhibitions. Swadeshi was apparent and inherent from the objectives stated in
publicity materials released for its propaganda. For example, an advertisement of
the first Industrial Exhibition declared, “The object of the exhibition is to preserve
encourage and develop indigenous industries.”2 Exhibitions were not new to the
indigenous populace since exhibitions of diverse variety were occasionally held,
ranging from small local fairs to the first ever grand International Exhibition in 1883-
84 .2 The exhibitions organised by Europeans were however professionally managed,
and its power to attract visitors to successfully fulfill the aim of the organizers were
not missed by the national leadership. As a result, an exhibition modeled on western
lines was conceived to showcase Indian manufactures and natural products as part

of the annual sessions of the Indian national Congress (henceforth INC).

v The aim and need for such a fair was elaborately declared: “The prosperity and hf

power of all the advanced nations of the world are due to their arts, industries and
enterprise, and if India is ever to take her place amongst them she must rise in the
same way. Her arts and industries have been the admiration of the world both in
ancient and modern times, but from want of enterprise they are fast deteriorating
and some have already died out. Our great country once more to be recognized
as such has only to develop her resources and to revive her lost arts and industries.
Every day of inaction on our part in this respect means so much material loss fo
our people. Our continued apathy in this matter means a willful impoverishment of
our country and deliberate handing over of our national wealth to the more energetic

: Quote attributed to Sir Lawrence Jenkins.

% The Bengalee, 7t December, 1901
E * Which incidentally, was held also in Calcutta, at the premises of the Indian Museum. g
@ ® >oc @ [
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and wealthy nations of the world. We consider therefore, that the question affecting
our industrial revival and development is next to none that is engaging public
attention at the present moment. We feel that immediate steps should be taken by
the Indian public for preserving our existing industries reviving those that have died
out or are showing signs of decline and of developing others which may advance
our national prosperity. As a preliminary step we suppose(sic) to hold an Indian
Industrial Exhibition at Christmas time 1901 in the Beadon Gardens at Calcutta with
a view to encourage and improve the existing industries and to promote and develop
new ones. We are sure that our object will meet with the sympathy and support of
every class of community.™

The exhibition solicited ‘All articles of indigenous art or manufacture or natural
or agricultural products from .....India..."” as exhibits. Additionally, “Implements or
e Machinery of foreign manufacture likely to promote or develop indigenous industries...” ¢
were allowed to be exhibited but was ineligible for any awards. The awards in the
form of medals were sponsored by “several distinguished raises(sic)® and
representatives of the noble and aristocratic houses of Bengal'.6 As a truly professional
exhibition along modern lines, detailed rules of the exhibition was clearly specified
and reported in the major dailies.” For example, anyone desiring to participate in
the exhibition, had to apply in a prescribed form, and were designated stalls
measuring 5ft by 5ft, free of charge; however if an exhibitor desired more space,
he had to pay 8 annas per additional square feet. Again exhibitors had to mark their
goods ‘plainly with prices in Indian currency for the information of the jury and the
public.” Exhibitors also had to ‘submit their goods for adjudication to the jurors.”
The members of the Exhibition Committee included illustrious princes like Maharaja
Surja Kanta Acharya Bahadur who was the President and others like Maharaja of
Nattore, Nawab Abdus Subhan Chaudhuri etc. Noted personalities of various
standing like Surendranath Bannerjee, Gogendranath Nath Tagore, Radha Raman
Kar, Trailuckyo Nath Mukherjee, Krishna Kumar Mitra, businessman and entrepreneurs
like Dhannu Lal Agarwalla, Mr.S.K.Burman (founder of Dabur), Sett Lal Chand and
well-known professionals like Dr.Nil Ratan Sircar etc were also members. Some
Europeans sympathetic to the Indian cause were also enlisted like E.B.Havell
(Principal of the Government Art College) Mrs. David Yule (of Andrew Yule) etc.®

The Bengalee, 4t December, 1901

Men of wealth and status.

Ibid. italics original; raises means the rich..

Ibid,5" December, 1901. A similar transformation was apparent in the fair or mela around this time.
Prithwiraj Biswas, Fair’ play in Swadeshi: The changing contours of ‘mela’in Colonial Bengal (c.1890-

1915), paper presented in Indian History Congress, 28" December, 2017
% 8 ibid g
@ @ Sov @ @
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An advertisement listing medals and certificates meant for awarding deserving
exhibitors make it clear, that was the focus of the nationalist were cotton, silk,
woolen fabrics, dyeing, printing and embroidery on such fabrics, leather articles,
metal works, iron ware, cutlery, wood work, and handicrafts, mills, machines and
mine products, seeds, cereals, agricultural and natural products, glass, pottery,
chemicals and chemical products, inventions and designs, fine arts.® To bring out
the best in participants of specific categories, it was announced that “H.H. the
Maharaja of Kuch Behar will award three gold medals, one for the best loom, the
second for the best sporting requisite and the third for the best oil painting.10”

The first Indian Industrial Exhibition held in December 1901 in Beadon Gardens,
Calcutta was historic in many respects and not just for its promotion of Swadeshi.
It was the first initiative by the collective national leadership, the first exhibition under
the aegis of the INC and the first session of the INC to hold an exhibition as part
of its annual meeting."" Swadeshi was taken rather seriously as seen in a report
asking delegates who were attending the annual session to ‘...as far as practicable,
appear in dress made of materials manufactured in this country.”2 The image of
anglicized moderates and delegates was sought to be changed drastically much
before Gandhi revolutionized the nationalists’ attire. Again Swadeshi was extended
to food habits; those delegates who preferred European food was charged four
Rupees a day but the same was free for those partaking desi foods cooked ‘in
orthodox style.'3 The first Indian Industrial Exhibition inspired other nationalist
minded Indians to organize similar Exhibitions in different parts of the country. For
example one of the earliest of such exhibition was held in Tangail. The Tangail
Industrial and Agricultural exhibition seems to have been a success as seen from
a report.’* The success encouraged the organizers of the same to organise it the
following year too. It was met with success with over five thousand people visiting
e the exhibitions. “Lectures on industrial and agricultural subjects were delivered.” e
At the closing ceremony, the President of the exhibition “...appealed to the public
to unite themselves and try to revive the indigenous industries.”s

Calcutta also hosted the sixth chapter of the Indian Industrial Exhibition in 1906.
The ‘Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition’ as it was now known,'® was held on an

® “ibid, 7! December, 1901

:‘1) ibid, 15t December, 1901
Form the Beneras session, (1905) it was renamed Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition. Op cit, 11t
June, 1905
Op cit, 15t December, 1901
Op cit, Notice, 17t December, 1901
5 Op cit, 28" February, 1902
5 Op cit, 15t March, 1903
In the Benares session of INC (1905), it was renamed as the Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition,

E befitting its role of showcasing the best of industry and agriculture. Op cit,( 11t June, 1905 g
@ ® >o09q @ [ ]
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even grand scale that overshadowed the first exhibition. While the participation of
European firms in the first exhibition was practically nonexistent, the sixth saw
substantial European participation. This made a difference in the nature of exhibits
displayed. The latest in various industrial and heavy machineries were displayed.
These included colliery winding engines, mortar mills, steam engines for oil, flour
milling plants, jute presses, steam pumps and pumping plants. Another exciting
feature was the interest shown by the ‘Government of Bengal’ to showcase ‘articles
from its agricultural, arts, forest, sanitary and other departments.”"” While the union
of foreign and indigenous articles and machinery seemed out of sync with the
swadeshi spirit, the organizers explained the move as justified one. The ‘combination
of articles of indigenous growth and manufacture-for which the event is particularly
intended-and the latest improvements in machinery and appliances of foreign
manufactures ...are likely to help and develop Indian industries .."18 A press
correspondent observed, ‘Indigenous methods of manufacture of the different
provinces have much in common... (they) do not provide a productive source of
information. Thus ‘it is to the west and the Far East that..... (one must) look for
fresh ideas.”’® In any case, it was felt that since ‘Indian artisans (we)re by general
consent an intelligent body, ready to imbibe and adopt new ideas,’ the country stood
to benefit from their learning experience.

The exhibition of 1906 covered a large area, about 60 bighas of land that
included three water tanks. The Bengalee suggested to the organizers if the three
tanks could be connected to make it appear like a canal and put a few gondolas
in it. This would then, it was hoped ‘give an Earl’s Courts touch to the exhibition
and certainly add to its picturesqueness.’ The designer of the exhibition was Mr.
Edward Thornton, F.R.I.BA and the famous landscape gardener S.P Chatterjee
worked on the landscaping.?® A ladies section of the exhibition was also organised
e with Mrs. C.G.H Allen and Mrs. P. N. Bose as secretaries. The purpose was to e
highlight and encourage ‘all kinds of handiwork prepared by ladies in India irrespective
of any caste or nationality’.2! The exhibition committee through advertisements
invited tenders for electric installation at the exhibition a process that started from
7t December22 Participants who were putting up stalls publicized their involvement
in the exhibition by advertising in the newspapers. For example an ad of Bengal
Chemical and Pharmaceutical reminded readers not to fail to visit its stall in the

"7 Op cit, 6t October,1906

18 Op cit, 61" October,1906

19 Op cit, 30t December,1906
20 Op cit, 6t October,1906

21 Op cit, 14t October, 1906

E 22 Op cit, 8% November,1906 g
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exhibition.2® Similar advertisements were given others taking up stalls; for example,
that by ‘Mistanna Bhandar’ of Harrison road, a shop specializing in ‘swadeshi
sweets’.

While the economic agenda of the nationalists’ were apparent, the exhibition
seems to have been a great liberating experience for the indigenous women. This
is seen from a letter to the editor by a lady who chose to remain anonymous and
signed herself as ‘a woman of India.” Here she notes with great satisfaction the
mingling of ladies belonging to high and middle class with the general crowds in
the exhibition. She also observed ladies having tea with gentlemen at the tea stalls
set up at the grounds. This was a radical departure rarely seen in social spaces in
colonial India. Even in the first Indian Industrial Exhibition, the ladies, particularly
those belonging to the upper and middle classes, could come down for a visit only
after a specific slot for was booked for them in advance. But not anymore; the writer
notes with satisfaction how emancipated the women had become as seen in their
presence in large numbers not only in the exhibition. The writer states that the
exhibition ultimately proved to be a ‘great social reformer.” And that ‘the purdah
system is disregarded by orthodox and high born Hindi ladies’. She notes that
“Indian ladies under the influence of western ideas and other forces at work in
modern life are regaining freedom which they lost during the Mahomedan period.”2*

The Congress exhibition opened the flood gates of more such exhibitions. While
there are numerous reports of such exhibition from all over the country, a few from
the province of Bengal in order of chronology, as reported in the press were, the
Noahkhali Industrial exhibition,2® Jessore Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition,26
Khulna Exhibition,2” the ‘Uttarpara Sammilani’ art, agriculture and industrial exhibition28
and others. Organised to fulfill larger politico-economic objectives, these exhibitions
perhaps went beyond their anticipated intent to influence the social life in Colonial
Bengal also.

23 Op cit, 22 December, 1906

24 Op cit, 14t February, 1907

25 Op cit 17t February, 1910

26 Op cit 7™ April, 1910, Under the presidency of Mr.S.K.Agasti which was opened on 23 February.
27 5t Fepruary,1914

28 Op cit, 28" December,1913 & 11" January,1914
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E BOLSHEVISM AND UNREST IN THE INDIAN LABOUR WORLD

Debasis Pal
Assistant Professor, Department of History

In India, the Russian Revolution and communism have become synonymous
in popular imagination and academic parlance. But there was a time when it was
not so, and a centennial year is an occasion when it is worth remembering the more
complex story of inspiration and legacy that are an outcome of the events of 1917
in Russia.

Bolshevism, is not, like other sciences, simply a science of politics and economics
submitting itself to changes due to criticism. A true Marxian or a Bolshevik will admit
of no change in the body of theories of his faith. The Bolsheviks demand power,
dictatorship of the proletariat, as they say, to reform human mind, to dispossess
capital and to teach everyone in society to work for the common good.! Lenin had
outlined the practical steps by which working people of Eastern countries could take
the pattern of non-capitalistic development to socialism in alliance with the forces
of victorious socialism.2 He also maintained the view that Communist Russia should
support the national liberation movements in Asian countries including India regardless
of their ideological bases.?

Two factors always played a vital role in the development of communism in
India. One was the inspiration, guidance and support provided by the international
communist movement since the time of the Russian Revolution (1917) and the
other one was provided by the growth of the national movement dominated by the
Indian National Congress under Gandhi, from 1920-21, onwards. The cross-currents
of nationalism and internationalism always swayed the Indian communist. Naturally
enough, the Communist Party of India had a close relationship with the working
class movement of the country. The shifts in the policy and strategy of the communists
inevitably affected the course of the working class movement.4

Impact of Russian Revolution greatly inspired the working classes of the western
capitalist countries in their fight for a socialist revolution and a proletarian state.
‘The Herald’ and ‘The Labour Leader’ published reports on the Russian Revolution
which were intended to amplify news received through the usual channels and to
instruct labour generally as to the actual nature of the revolution. It is argued that
Alexander Kerensky, key political figure in the Russian Revolution, was ejected by
the will of the Russian people and that he is an outcast and imposter. The Bolsheviks
are held to be the true representatives of the Russian people and defenders of the
revolution against the aggressions of monarchism and capital, because they have

® ® 50 @ @




e fIuyiwfrg “fgsi—aoda-dv @

been able to maintain their authority for a year without organized military assistance,
with no censorship and free press. The intervention of the Allies in Russia is regarded
as being solely in the interests of capitalism. The Independent Labour Party militated
considerably against Kerensky's mission to England and to some extent nullified
his efforts. Papers such as ‘Justice’, which were outside the Independent Labour
Party, denounced its attitude towards the Russian Revolution under Lenin and
Trotsky, they were not in favour of the intervention of the allies but they certainly
suspect the Bolsheviks of being agents of Germany and not bona fide workers in
the cause of democracy.5 It is impossible to say how near the Independent Labour
Party approaches actual Bolshevism but it is significant that it is ready to meet
Bolsheviks delegates at International Socialist and Labour Conferences and recognize
them as representatives of the Russian democracy.

® The national liberation movement of India, her labour movement particularly ¢
were also marked with the inescapable influence of this world-shaking event. The
Intelligence Branch, Criminal Investigation Department, Bengal, reported 8 on 27th
August 1919 that a new organization had been set up in Calcutta on the lines of
the English trade unions and entitled the, India Employees Association.? Its  object
was to promote the general status of the clerical community in mercantile and trades
firms in Calcutta. A general meeting attended by about 62 people was held on 23rd
August 1919, under the presidency of Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur at which the
object of the association was explained. A leaflet was circulated with the signature
of honorary secretary. There was nothing in the facts reported to indicate that it
was not a genuine body organized for economic purposes and was not the first
instance of the organization of labour in India. At the same time it must be noted
that such organisations in times of stress offer the agitator a tempting opportunity
for political exploitation and there was in contemporary England a spurious agitation
on behalf of Indian labour which spread to India. in 1919, J. E. Potter or Potter
Wilson, a trade unionist, with the support of Dr. K. S. Bhat, President of The Workers’
Welfare Leauge, Saklatvala, Secretary of the Indian Committee, A.G. Field who
apparently founded the league and is one of the London Pan-Islamist was general
secretary, was an original member and J. M. Parikh, President of Indian Committee,
tried to revive the, Workers Welfare League of India? from its inactivity. Potter
Wilson’s idea as expressed by himself, was ,One Grand Union of the Orient? He
hoped to arouse all Asians to demand equal trade union conditions with British
workmen. He intended to push the agitation vigorously not only in India, but in every
country where Indians work and all labour under colonial domination will be
encouraged to demand higher wages and trade organisations.”

In Leicester 15 and in London 3, English trades union branches are affiliated

E to the Workers Welfare League of India?. B.P. Wadia united the Indian Trade Unions é
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with the League; Madhavrao, Satyamurti, Yakub Hassan and M.A. Jinnah joined
it. Its programme was that all racial and religious differences were to be abandoned
and Hindu, Muslim, Parsi and Sikh communities were to work on a common basis
to raise the status of the poor. Neil Maclean was to act as spokesman in the House
of Commons. The League was to appeal for support in the name of humanity and
when funds sufficed, Saklatvala and anothers were to obtain appointments to speak
in every centre of Trade Unions. Having obtained a sufficient Trade Union backing,
Potter Wilson would be ready to fight Government in India and England. He supported
the Anglo-Ottoman Society and did all he could for Turkey in order to create a strong
religious tie, which was to be the basis of an Islamic Federation as the counterpart
of his, Grand Union? Madavrao and Satyamurti are reported to have committed
themselves to the Labour Party and to intend to introduce in the next National
Congress in India a resolution advocating labour principles. They also tried to form
trade unions in India through which they could harass the Government.8

It is difficult to believe that Indian agriculturists and workmen cannot long be
deceived by this sort of thing. Their welfare seems to be the last thing these schemers
contemplate. A meeting of workmen in Bombay just repudiated their self-constituted
leaders Tilak and Wadia. Wadia, who was sent as a deligate to the International
Labour Conference, asked Saklatvala in England to help in organising workers in
India into a strong trade union Congress and workers federation in cooperation with
other labour-leaders.®

The Indian Workers’ Welfare League was appointed the representative of the
AITUC and the services of Saklatvala were recognised in the inaugural session.
Chaman Lal, who too was associated with the Workers' Welfare League thought
in terms of the formation of an All India Labour Union. The government felt that the
idea of holding an All India Trade Union Congress emanated from Chaman Lal
himself, who was a professed Bolshevik.1?

The trade union activities of Indian labour, particularly the wave of strike-
struggles conducted by leaders in the post-war period were visibly influenced by
this proletarian revolution.!" Even though, strikes are no new thing in India. In the
past owing to the ignorance and lack of organisation of the strikers they had generally
been led by some disinterested person often of the lawyer class and generally of
advanced political views. This fact considered with the other fact that industrial
unrest swept India from end to end, wherever strikes have occurred to allegations
being freely made that outside influence has engineered them. For example, the
number of strikes that have taken place in Indian since 1918, the history of which
are written in blood.’2 It is not the object of this note to prove or disprove this
hypothesis, because no widespread inquiry has been made into it. But it is may be
of interest simply to record the facts that are known.
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In the first place the economic justification of unrest and epidemic of strikes
can hardly be denied. The enormous increase in the cost of living is patent. It effects
Europeans and Indians alike. Economic causes alone seem insufficient to account
for it, and that speculation and profiteering are largely contributory causes to it is
the conviction of many.’® The movement begun in one place and spread to
neighbouring places, and in any particular place it started in one mill and spread
to others of the same industry or to other industries. But there are facts pointing to
outside influence behind these strikes. The duration of some of the strikes and the
demands put forward by the men point to something more than the economic
difficulty having moved them. In most places workers have put themselves at the
head of the strikes. In some cases these men have not been notorious as politicians,
in others they have been notorious leaders of extremist party or local members of
that party. The strike doctrine has been inculcated into Indian labour by various
politicians at different times. At Cawnpore it is reported that the strikers talked
among themselves about B. P. Wadia, at Bombay an Indian journal declared that
the doctrines of Saklatvala, if not his name, are circulating among the mill hands.
Approaching the question from the other side it was reported some time ago that
Tilak and his extremist co-workers had decided to take up the Indian labour question,
because on various occasions they had been taunted due to their inability to
represent the labouring masses of India. The value of solidarity has already been
realised by the Indian workers. The president of Madras Union, Mr. Wadia, writes-
Indian labour understands that men working on the railway in Punjab, in the mills
of Bombay, in the engineering shops of Bengal, are no better off than those working
in the mills of Messrs. Binney & Co., Madras. The distance of a few hundred miles
makes no difference in their solidarity, which alone will lead them to the final victory,
the destruction of wage slavery.4 In Leon Trotsky’s words-if the Indian people do
not wise to remain as slaves for all eternity, then they must expose and reject those
false preachers who assert that the sole enemy of the people is fascism. Hitler and
Mussolini are, beyond doubt, the bitterest enemies of the toilers and oppressed.
They are gory executioners, deserving of the greatest hatred from the toilers and
oppressed of the world...the oppressed classes and peoples - as Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Liebknecht have taught us — must always seek out their main enemy at
home, cast in the role of their own immediate oppressors and exploiters. In India
that enemy above all is the British bourgeoisie...India is deprived not only of
democracy but of the most elementary right of national independence. Imperialist
democracy is thus the democracy of slave owners fed by the lifeblood of the colonies.
But India seeks her own democracy, and not to serve as fertilizer for the slave
owners.’® There is another and perhaps more important phase of the question.
After the first World War nationalization of mines agitation in England, the suggestion
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that coal should be imported from India to relieve any shortage in England. Speaking
on this, Williams, the labour leader, declared that to meet this step would be taken
to raise Indian labour to the level of English. This is the avowed object of a body
known as the Worker's Welfare League of India. The league was apparently founded
late in 1917 in London, its principal object being stated to be —Independently of all
political movements or aims, to advocate the institution in India of Provision for the
welfare of the working population, equivalent if not identical with that granted to the
work people of Great Britain.'® The league was to seek the co-operation of trades
unions for the furtherance of this object.

At first the league besides the general committee had two special committees,
one for English and one for Indian affairs. The work of British committee was to
seek the co-operation of English Trade Unionists in order to carry out the object
of the league. Trades Unions were affiliated to the League and conferences of
trades union representatives have been held under its auspices. Its own meeting
have been regularly held and its members, especially Saklatvala, have addressed
Labour audiences on its behalf. Most of the speeches and particularly his were very
objectionable and violent. Potter Wilson early declared his intention of making the
League a power in the labour world, and the threat to English labour from cheap
unorganized Indian labour has been steadily rubbed into English audiences.™

In a leaflet issued in 1918 the League drew attention to the influx of capital into
India to start new mills, railways, etc., declared that one object of the League was
to get into touch with the various workers welfare societies in India and supply,
information, encouragement and even help from the workers of England to the
workers of India in the event of any great trouble? Yet few indications of direct
relations with India came to light in England. A conference of trades union
epresentatives in 1918 referred in a resolution to the Kam Hilvardah Sabha of
Bombay. The Indian deputations in 1919 furnished the League with some new
recruits. Wadia, Madhav Rao and Satyamurti joined it openly while Yakub Hassan
and M.A. Jinnah associated themselves with it. A meeting held 18th September
1919 last showed that B. C. Pal, Velkar, Chaman Lal and Dip Narayan Singh were
member of or associated with the League. A further meeting on November 20th,
gave letters to Satyamurti and Madhav Rao, who were returning to India, authorizing
them to act on behalf of the League in India. A similar letter was to be given to
Chaman Lal who was proceeding to India later. In India too there are few indications
of the work of League. In an extreme Pro-Bolshevik speech in Calcutta on December
17th last B.C. Pal openly preached its creed :

So, that is danger. It is that the League seeks to uplift Indian labour. That indeed
is inevitable if India is ever to advance industrially. But the League is animated by

E a violent anti-British spirit and openly advocates Bolshevism.'®
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Saklatvala and A. A. Mirza in England distributed Bolshevik literature and the
latter addressed Bolshevik meetings. And the League itself was in close touch with
W. F. Watson, John Arnall, John MacLean, the Bolshevik ‘consul’ in Glasgow was
not long ago sentenced to five years imprisonment for sedition, Tom Mann, notorious
agitator and friend of Emma Goldman, an anarchist was deported America to Russia.
All these men were open and professed Bolsheviks. The speech of B. C. Pal,
referred to above, embodied the creed of the League. Among its other members
who returned to India were Satyamurti, Madhav Rao and Chaman Lal. Proof is
lacking, but the facts quoted point to the possibility of the League being behind the
labour troubles in India.’®

The Russian Revolution of 1917 and phenomenon of world-wide labour awakening
that Followed were the obvious implications. The real impact of these historic events
on Indian labour did not escape the political insight of the shrewd imperialist
government. Thus one can conclude that if fruitfully applied the ideals of Bolshevism
as embodied in the thoughts and actions of individuals like B.P Wadia, Satyamurty
and others will led to the improvement in the status of industrial workers in the
future.

End notes: 1, New Delhi: PPH, 1971, p.25

1. S. A. Dange, Gandhi vs Lenin, Bombay: 11. Sukomal Sen, Working Class Of India:
Liberty Literature Co., 1921, pp. 24 and 33 History of Emergence and Movement 1830-

2. Nirula Singh Nirula, India and the Soviet 1970, Calcutta: K. P. Bagchi & Company,
Union 1917 to 1947, New Delhi: A.P.H. 1977, p.130
Publishing Corporation, 2005, p.24 12. Abani Mukherjee, ‘Indian Labour

3. David N. Druhe, Soviet Russia and Indian Movement: A Review of the Situation’,
Communism: 1917-1947 With an Epilogue The Communist Review, Cmmunist Party
Covering the Situation Today, New York: of Great Britain, Vol.3 No.5 , September
Bookman Associates, 1959, p. 24 1922

4. Nirban Basu, The Political Parties and the 13. Criminal Investigation Department,
Labour Politics-1937-47: With Special Intelligence Branch, west Bengal, File No.
Reference to Bengal, Calcutta: Minerva 117A/20

Associates(Publications)(P)Ltd. 1992, p. 52 14. lbid
5. Weekly Report,15th February 1919, C.1.D/I.B 15. Leon Trotsky, ‘An Open Letter to the

File No. 117A/1920, West Bengal State Workers of India’, New International [New

Archives York], Vol.5 No.9, September 1939, pp.263-
6. Weekly Report, 8th September 1919, lbid 266
7. lbid 16. Criminal Investigation Department,
8. Ibid Intelligence Branch, west Bengal, File No.
9. Nirula Singh Nirula, India and the Soviet 117A/20

Union 1917 to 1947, p.14-15 17. Ibid

10. G. Adhikari(ed.), Documents of the 18. Ibid
Communist Party of India, 1917-1922, Vol. 19. |bid

® @ S>¢ @ @




o FF fp Rvpsfem o
E Sister Nivedita : The Cauldron of Patriotism

Spandan Banerjee
3rd Year, Ecoa

On the evening of the sesquicentennial birth anniversary of Sister Nivedita, the
most famous disciple and spiritual daughter of the cyclonic Hindu monk, Swami
Vivekananda, it is only fitting that a proper appraisal of her role in one of the less
discussed aspects of her plethora of activities be discussed, that is, her contribution
to the Indian struggle for Independence.

It is often seen that for achieving a very noble cause, if one is trying hard
enough, help often comes from most unexpected quarters. Our freedom fighters
and national leaders were putting up a good resistance against the oppressive and
exploitative policies of the British Raj. The pitiable plight of countless Indians deprived
of the basic amenities of life, prompted many sympathetic foreigners to support the
struggle for freedom. Notable among these were Sir Allan Octovian Hume, Annie
Besant, and Sister Nivedita.

Nivedita is widely acclaimed for her various social welfare activities and her
unswerving devotion to Swamiji's ideals. However historians have for long neglected
her significant role in the Indian freedom movement. It is against logic to ignore
such a personality who was the single biggest idol of many young radical nationalists
alongside her Guru, Swami Vivekananda. A ridiculous logic for denouncing the
sister's role in the freedom movement is that she was not arrested by the police for
revolutionary activities nor was she mentioned much in official Police records. That
she evaded arrest only goes to show her astute and all alert nature. Her fiery
speeches filled with encouragement for armed revolutionaries had tremendous
influence on many radicals like Barin Ghosh, Aurobinda Ghosh and Hemchandra
Ghosh. She did not like young people who were cowards and had a meek sheep-
like attitude towards the British. She also critilised the moderate notionalists for their
mild, non-confrontational approach. Once, during a prize distribution ceremony at
a college, she chastised the students who had received awards for performing well
in a cricket tournament for neglecting indigenous sports and endorsing a foreign
sport. She encouraged them to pursue training in wrestling, fencing and others.

The Ramakrishna Mission, a completely apolitical organisation, was running
the risk of inviting police interrogation and surveillance and the President, Swami
Brahmananda and secretary, Swami Saradananda, were especially worried that
the Mission might be dissolved if it was seen as interfering in politics. Nivedita had

@ @ S5v @ @




o Ay “fgdi—0sa-s0 @

taken the plunge into active politics after Swamiji's Mahasamadhi and was seen
as a rabble-rouser by the British. Out of compulsion, the mission severed formal
ties with Sister Nivedita, though she maintained a cordial and warm relationship
with the monks of the order. Many radicals were irked by the Mission's apparent
desertion of Nivedita, though later on learning the truth they acknowledged the logic
behind the Mission's decision.

Lord Curzon, the Viceroy, infamous for his decision to partition Bengal in 1905
in order to widen the gap between Hindus and Muslims, in a speech at a convocation
ceremony at Calcutta University, had once denounced all oriental people as
dishonest, saying that the western world was more honest in its dealings. Not one
Indian, seated at the ceremony, raised a finger against Curzon. However, Nivedita,
also present there, was outraged at this blatant insult to the Indians and later
presented evidence that Curzon was known to make false statements and was not
saint himself. It caused a furore in the country when her retaliation along with proof
were published in leading dailies like “Amritabazar Patrika” and “The Statesman”.

Her contributions towards the upliftment and empowerment of the Indian women
can also be seen as one of her many ways of, giving a new meaning to the word
“nationalism”. She taught the girls at the school she established for them in Bagbazar
in Calcutta to be self-reliant and fend for themselves. Swamiji once said that a
nation which oppresses its women cannot prosper and is bound to be doomed. The
women of India had certainly lost the stature they gained in the ancient vedic ages
and fell into a miserable plight. Nivedita did not attack Indian traditions, rather she
tried to blend modernity with them. She taught the girls sewing, knitting and even
how to use guns. Her inspiration spurred many women to participate in the Indian
freedom movement.

Nivedita had also a commanding influence over towering personalities who
ushered in the Indian renaissance. She encouraged the development of literature
and arts, as seen from her close friendship with Rabindranath Tagore and her
patronisation of Abanindranath Tagore and Nandalal Bose. She believed in the
need for developing science and technology, and was very affectionate towards
the great scientist Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose, who she regarded as her
‘Khoka’ (Child in Bengali) even though he was ten years older than her. The Tamil
Poet Subhramanya Bharati was once chastised by Nivedita for failing to accord
due respect to his wife. His life became transformed after that and he developed
into a fiery poet with patriotic fervour.

All of these actions blended perfectly with Sister Nivedita's ultimate aim of
making India great again and fulfilling the dreams of her Guru, Swami Vivekananda.
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Even her social welfare activities had a patriotic touch to them. Netaji Subhas once
said that “I understood India through Swami Vivekananda's work, and Vivekananda
through sister Nivedita's work.” Clearly, Subhas became Netaji because he read
Swamiji and Nivedita's works. She served as “ a friend, Mistress and Servant all
in one” to India's people as Swamiji had hoped in his “Benediction” poem. Lastly,
which could be said to be a fitting tribute to the sister's sacrifices for the nation, we
mention the writing on the plaque at Roy Villa in Darjeeling, where the Sister breathed
her last, which says, “here lies Sister Nivedita, who gave her all to India.” This pretty
much sums it up all. We should strive to live up to her legacy and not merely content
ourselves with singing her praises. We should not let her sacrifices go in vain. Only
then shall we truly pay our greatest tribute to the greatest “foreign” daughter of
Mother India.

P> IR

Not only...these, but | shall keep my heart open for all (religions)
that may come in the future. Is God’s book finished? Or is it still
a continuous revelation going on? It is a marvellous book—these
spiritual revelations of the world...| would leave it open for all of
them.

—Swami Vivekananda
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Arkaprabha Adhikari
2rd Year, UG, Microbiology

A land bound with the salty water of ungirdled ocean filled up with sonorous,
mellifluous warblings & Kaleidoscopic prayer flags swaying languidly in the nippy
breeze—can be none other than, Puri, the sanctum of odisha, where the holiness
& natural beauty have merged with each other in the waves of the ocean.

A year ago, | got a chance to visit Puri with my family. My Father gave me the
news at first about this tour after the Durgapuja. A rapturous joy filled my heart. |
started my packing with ebullient mind. At last the day came, the date of journey.
Our train was from Howrah at about 9.30 p.m. | completed my dinner with my family
in the nearby restaurant. Then we arrived at station at about 9.00 p.m. We saw the
dazzling Puri express waiting for us. We entered into the train & took our seats. We
organized our baggage. | took my seat at lower berth. After sometime the wheel
started to roll. The opprobrious, monotonous life made me flummoxed, disturbed
As soon as the train started to move, | cut myself free from the tedium of my
claustrophobic, lackadalisical life & set out to relish the beauty of the sea. | wrapped
a quilt over me as the whole compartment became dark. | could only hear the
cacophony of the wheels & the sound of snoring of the passengers within the train.
The effervescence of my heart forced me to keep my eyes open. | was peeping
through the glass of the windows. It was dark outside but | could feel the presence
of grassy greenish fields, the huts, the ponds, sometimes, the skyscrapper building.
Everything was just triggering my longing to reach Puri. Next day at about 9.00 a.m.
e the radiant sunbeam fell upon my eyelids through the glass. Then | heard my father
say “wake up, wake up” quickly! We will arrive within 1 hour.” | quickly brushed my
teeth & washed my face and took the baggage. At last | saw the platform, a line
was visible in the board—*Welcome to Puri.” My heart jumped up. When | landed
on the station, | saw many tourists, many vendors, an obstreperous condition—but
my heart reeled with joy. After landing on the station, We hired a taxi and went to
our hotel which was already booked by me through my android phone. We took
two rooms—one for my parents & one for me only. | saw my room well organized
& clean & | felt relaxed. Then we took our meals at hotel. Then | rushed to the sea
beach & listened to the roar & rumble of the sea. | stood near the awesome sea.
The surging waves were just touching the tip of my toe & enthralling me. | bathed
in the sea, scuffing with the waves & took some selfies. | diffused all my anguish
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in the water of the perilous sea. After a mind boggling bath, we came back to our
E hotel & took our lunch. The lunch was scrumptions with variegated veg items, é
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pickled rice & sweets. Then owing to the tiredness of train journey siesta engulfed
me. At about 5.00 pm., | wokeup and sipped a cup of coffee. As | looked through
the window, | saw the diaphonous ether becoming crimson & at last the evanescent
welkin somewhere mingled with the sealine at horizon. The surroundings took on
a veil of evening. Then we set out for marketing at the sea-beach. Multifarious
objects, toys & food items were being sold by the local people. We bought many
things for our uncles, aunts, cousins, and neighbours. My mother bought sarees,
my father bought some shirts and trousers from local market. Then we took our
dinner at a local restaurant. Next day was our final day in Puri. At early morning
we completed our bath & went to the famous Jagannath Temple. The temple was
packed with lot of pilgrims. The gridlocked condition, tremendous sweating, etc.
made me uncomfortable but when | saw the big idol of God Jagannath, | became
overwhelmed. | prayed in front of God & then | circumatnbulated the temple. The
bodacious sculpture of the Temple flabbergasted me. | took some photos & came
back to hotel | quickly changed my dress & got ready for bath. | rushed to the sea
beach & jumped into water. | played with the waves, made some buildings with
sand. Then | took our lunch in hotel, packed our luggage and took some rest. Our
departure time according to the train schedule was 6.30 pm. Before setting out for
station, | went to see the ocean for last time. It was dusk, the birds were flying back
to their nest, fishermen were returning to their home with buckets of fishes. | looked
at the sky, where the sunset made the sky extravagant & the pulchritude of the
nature was reflecting in the waves of the Bay of Bengal. The rumble of the wave
thrilled me again & also for the last time. Then as my father called me, we set out
for train. Tears streamed from my eyes, as humdrum life will be upon me again..
The train started & | bade good bye to Puri. Now, | am in the city but the waves of
the unfettered ocean still beckons me again & again. Sometimes, | think like John
Keats.

“That day so soon glided by...
like the passage of an angel's tear
that falls through the clear ether silently.”
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Modern Science and Ancient Indian Culture g
N.V.V.J. Swamy
(Department of Physics, Bhavnagar University)

No area of science has perhaps made as deep inroads into philosophy as
modem physics with its mistifying quantum Theory and enigmatic Relativity. The
Uncertainly Principle, Duality. observation and the observer, symmetry between
space and time. past and future, curvature of space-time, cause-effect anomalies
are all thought provoking concepts which go beyond the domain of their applicability
in physics. Be that as it may, those who are familiar with ancient Indian culture,
the wisdom of the Vedas, Upanishads and the epics, can vouch for the amazing
number of precise utterances about several aspects of life, material as well as
philosophical -whether it is about the size of the soul of a human being or the
shape of the universe, the ancients had unambiguous notions and these have
been conveyed to us in articulate pronouncements. While many scientists have
the opinion that these are more subjective beliefs devoid of scientific substance,
it is equally true that science, on the other hand, has been increasingly helpful
in throwing some light on some of these otherwise inscrutable concepts and
making them understandable to at least those who are not anxious to summarily
dismiss all this as imaginative poetry. In this paper we would like to draw attention
to two areas of interaction between modern science and ancient Indian culture.
One of these areas can be broadly classified as cosmology and the other as
the paranormal.

In Hindu chronology the smallest unit of time is the time taken for the batting
of an eyelid or the time taken for the inhalation of breath. This is comparable to
the second of the westerners. The next bigger unit is the Vighati which is the
equivalent of 24 seconds. 60 Vighatis make a Ghati and Sixty Ghatis make a day.
A ghati thus signifies 24 minutes. It is interesting to note that the ancients had a
fascination for the number 60. The seven days of the week are named after the
seven major planets in the Solar system, as in the west. It is ironical that the day
named after the Sun, but for whose energy the earth be extinct, is sabbath day
of rest for a majority of the world's population. The Indian planetary system
recognizes nine planets in contrast to seven of the westerners, from which the
names of the days of the week are derived. The points of intersection of the orbit
of the earth around the sun and the Moon around the Earth, called ascending and
descending Nodes in Western Astronomy are personified as the planets Rahu and
Kethu.
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. The Vedic month is a synodic month and this lunar month of thirty days is today
reckoned essentially from New Moon to New Moon. The lunar months, chaitra,
vaisakha etc. do not coincide with January, February etc., of the Julian Calender
and to understand these one should discuss the interesting concept of Nakshatras
or Asterisms (groups of stars) of the ancient Indians. These are 27 in number and
are listed in Table | together with their equivalents in Western astronomy. The
traditional Hindu belief is that the Nakshatras are lunar mansions personified by
the 27 daughters of Daksha and the consorts of Moon who, incidentally, is regarded
as a male planet.{z) Each one is divided into four quarters of 3'20" duration and the
108 quarters make up the 360° of the zodiac. For instance four quarters of Ashwini,
four of Bharani and one of Krithika span the zodiacal sign aries (Mesha). The
zodiacal signs have the same symbolism in East and West. In the Hindu calculations
the longitude of a planet is given according to its location in a particular quarter of
an Asterism instead of its angular position from the first point of Aries. The names
of the lunar months are associated with the Asterism in which the full moon is likely
to fall. There are six Indian seasons, as against four of the Westerners, and these
are shown in Table Il. As can be seen therein, the starting month of the year is
Chaitra. The year itself is believed to follow a Jupiter cycle, the mean motion of
Jupiter through one sign of the zodiac. The first day of Chaitra for instance (the
start of the New Year to many in India) is the day after New Moon with the Sun
entering pisces, the succeeding month starting similarly when sun enters Aries and
soon. The twelve lunar months. however, total only 350 days as against 365 days
in the solar year. This discrepancy is taken care of by adding an intercalary month
of 30 days every sixth year. This is usually done when two New Moons occur
between two solar transit times, the lunar starting from both New Moon endings
bearing the same name. Thus there is periodical agreement of the lunar and solar
e calendar such that in six years each covers total of 2190 days. The years have
names too, starting with Prabhava and ending with Akshaya, which has no parallel
in the West. Here once again is a cycle of sixty years. For instance in March 1987
a new cycle has started with Prabhava. Story goes that these are associated with
the sage Narada's (a confirmed bachelor) longing to taste womanhood and becoming
Naradi begetting sixty children.

Then follow bigger building blocks of time which are typical of Hindu Cosmology
and which have no strict parallel in the West.Those are Yugas, Mahayugas.
Manvantharas and Kalpas. Before discussing these in detail, two points have to be
borne in mind. The day of the ancient Hindus is different from the night and includes
a dawn and twilight. The Yugas follows the same pattern. Secondly the duration
of the latter is defined in terms of divine years, each divine year being the equivalent

g of 360 solar years. The total duration of a Mahayuga is 4.32 million solar years and
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is composed of four yugas as follows : .

Maha Yuga (Great Age)

Yuga Divine Years Solar Years
Kritha Yuga (Golden Age)
Dawn 400 144,000
Yuga 4,000 1,440,000
Twilight 400 144,000
4,800 1,728,000

Treta Yuga (Silver Age)
™

Dawn 300 108,000
Yuga 3,000 1,080,000

Twilight 300 108,000
3,600 1,296,000

Dwapara Yuga (Bronze Age)

Dawn 200 72,000
Yuga 2,000 720,000

Twilight 200 72,000
2,400 864,000

® Kali Yuga (Iron Age)

Dawn 100 36,000
Yuga 1,000 360,000
Twilight 100 36,000
1,200 432,000
Maha Yuga = Total of Solar Years 12,000 4,320,00

The different Yugas are sometimes referred to as 4,3,2,1 type. Itis the traditional
belief that the story of Ramayana actually happend in the Thretha Yuga and that
of Mahabharata in the Dwapara Yuga. Some indeed believe that the start of the
current Kali Yuga should be reckoned with the last day of Mahabharata period.
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According to the surya siddhanta® the commencement of Kali Yuga is midnight
of 17/18 February 3102 B.C. at which epoch the planets are assumed to have been
in mean conjunction for the last time. Seventy one such Mahayugas make a
Manvanthara the duration of which is computed as follows :

Divine Years Solar Years

71 Mahayugas 852,000 306,720,000
Twilight 4,800 1,728,000

856,000 308,448,000

Fourteen such Manvanthares form a Kalpa (Aeon)

14 Manvanth areas 11,995,200 4,318,727,000
e Early Dawn at the
beginning of a Kalpa 4,800,800 1,728,000
12,000,000 4,320,000,000

Thus the total duration of a Kalpa is a thousand Mahayugas or 4.32 x 10° solar
or 4.32 billion solar years. It is believed that at the beginning of each Kalpa all the
planets are in conjuction. In his book “Gravitation” prof. J. A. wheeler, a great
astrophysicist and a colleague of Einstein at Princeton, refers to this idea of Kalpa
as the original cosmological speculation. It is interesting to note that in the same
book he also quotes the following verse on “Time” from the Mahabharata of
Vyasa :

Time is awake when all things sleep
Time stands straight when all things fall
® Time shuts in all and will not be shut
Is, was, and shall be are Time's children
O'Reasoning, be witness, be stable.

Padma Kalpa being over, the reigning aeon is Varaha Kalpa in which we are
in the seventh Manvanthara called Vaivasvitha Manvanthara. The Manvantharas
of Swayambhuva, Swarochisha, Utthama, Thamasa, Raivatha and Chakshusha
are over. With uncanny vision of the future the ancients also laid down the names
of future Manvantharas—Savarini, Daksha, Brahmasavarni, Rudrapurthra, Rauchya
and Bhautya. The starts of the Great Bear Constellation or Ursa Major are personified
as seven sages - Saptharishis-named Atri, Bharadwaja, Gautama, Jamadagni
Kashyapa, Vashishtha and Vishwamithra. It appears these will come down to earth
in each Manvanthara, set right all errors in the scriptures and then go up to assume
their stellar roles. The interesting thing is that their names in future Manvantharas
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are also prescribed. A Kalpa or Aeon is but a day in the life of Brahma and there
is a night of equal duration. Brahma's lifespan is taken to be a hundred years. Half
of his life is past and we are in the first day of his 51st year. All this is perhaps the
oldest cosmological speculation known to man.

There is a reason for not dismissing the above as grandiose poetry or unscientific
speculation. The span of Kalpa 4.32x10° years or 4.32 billion years does echo
something in modern physics. Archaeologists, Anthropologists have used Radioactivity
as a clock to determine the age of a geological or biological or archaeological
specimen. Radiocarbon dating, for instance, has become a standard procedure for
determining the ages of materials like decaying wood. Now in the Uranium series
U*®isa parent atom which, through a well known series of decays, ultimately
becomes stable lead (szoe)_ The intermediate elements in the series, Thorium,
protoactinium, Americium and Polonium are short-lived, at least on the time scale
of an Aeon. If we assume that only Uranium atoms were present at the beginning
of Creation, then what we will have today is a mixture of Uranium and lead. Nuclear
experimentalists generally believe that a mixture of 8 grams of lead per gram of
uranium is what exists today. From the known law of radioactive decay the time
required for this mixture to be established happens to be given by the formula

t=(1/Ay) (pr/Nu +1)

Where hu is the radioactive decay constant of Uranium (4.88)(10'18 sec"1) and
Npb/Ny is the ratio of number of atoms of lead to uranium in the mixture. Calculations
show that

t=1.34x10"" sec
= 4.25 x 10° years.

When we compare the figure of 4.25 billion with the 4.32 billion years of a Kalpa,
e the agreement in the order of magnitude is indeed striking. Although the age 4
computed on the basis of the radioactivity of Uranium pertains to the solar system,
we do not as yet know of the existence of human life elsewhere in the universe,
nay not even on other planets of the solar system. If the ancients are talking about
the future of Man and his extinction, it may not be altogether absurd to suggest that
the difference of 0.07 billion years may be the time left for life to end on this planet.
It is well known that the sun is likely to lose all his energy and die someday and
without the sun the earth cannot survive either. Even if the numerical figures cannot
be taken to be literally true, the ideas of the ancients seem to be in consonance
with modern scientific thinking. It can be argued that there is no evidenc that the
ancient Indians had any idea of Radioactivity or Nuclear Physics and that this is
too far fetched an unscientific extrapolation. We will later go into the question of
why there is no acceptable scientific arugument in almost any of the utterances in

E ancient works. g
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Two others astrophysical phenomena remind one of ancient Indian concepts.
Prof. S. Chandrasekhar, the renowned astrophysicst and Nobel Laureate said that
a reasonably massive star, compared to the Sun, becomes a white dwarf in its old
age. Robert Oppenheimer and his associates have shown that an even more
massive star eventually collapses into a neutron star barely a few Kilometres in
diameter. Pulsars, discovered in the sixties, are considered to be neutron stars. A
star is usually in hydrodynamical equilibrium because of the balance between gas
pressure and light pressure on the one hand and gravitational attraction on the
other. When all the thermonuclear sources of energy are exhausted, the star starts
collapsing because of the internal gravitational attraction between different parts
of the star itself. It is now known that stars, sufficiently massive to begin with,
ultimately become invisible Black Holes out of which nothing can escape, not even
light. Everything in the vicinity of a Black Hole is sucked in because of the almost
infinite gravitational pull. It is conjectured that there is a black hole in our own Galaxy.
This concept of everything being sucked in reminds one of the 89th hymn of the
Rigveda Mandala 7 (Mrinamayam Griham) as also of the Viswarupadarshana in
the eleventh chapter of the Bhagawadagita. It is equally interesting to note that the
age old notion of Brahmanda or Brahma egg (Hiranyagarbha)®> mentional in
Manusmrithi for instance, parallels the conclusion that Einstein arrived at in his
cosmological speculations about the shape of the Universe. He maintained that the
universe is finite but unbounded and ellipsoidal in shape.

The admirable researches of great psychologists like Freud, Jung and Mcdougall
led to the uncovering of the Subconscious state of the mind. The ancient Indians,
however, appear to have knowledge of a superconscious state leading to supernormal
or paranormal capabilities. The powers of the sages (Rishis) can only be characterised
as supernormal if not supernatural. The Yoga sutras of Patanjali, nicely summarised
by Swami Vivekananda in his “Raja Yoga”, contain what may be construed as
prescriptions for acquiring talents like clairvoyance and Telepathy, to mention only
the least spell-binding ones. The late Prof. J.B. Rhine of Duke University in U.S.A.
is usually credited with introducing scientifically tenable tests for investigating such
paranormal phenomena. Two laser physicists of the stanford Research Institute
(SRI) of Menlo Park, California in U.S.A.-Puthoff and Targ® have been conducting
experiments for more than a decade to investigate these phenomena. The details
of their approach can be known from their published work. The following is a brief
description of their scientific experiment. The experimental group consists of an
experimenter, a subject and a target demarcation team of a couple of other
experiementers. To shield them from stray electromagnetic disturbances, the subject
and the experimenter are closeted in what is called a Faraday cage. After synchronising
their watches, the target demarcation team drives for exactly 30 minutes and reaches
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a target location like a Park or a Stadium. This target itself is randomly selected by
the experimenter in the car while driving. After reaching the target they are then
advised to watch something for 15 minutes. During this time the subject, far away
from the target location and completely ignorant of it, is asked to describe his
impressionl of the target site into a tape recorder and to make up any drawings he
thought appropriate. These experiments, carried out to “investigate those facets of
human perception that appear to fall outside the range of well understood perceptual
or processing capabilities” revealed the existence of a high quality “remote-viewing”
ability. The accumulated data from over fifty experiments showed that his telepathic
ability is not dependent on distance over a range of several kilometres. Most of the
correct information given by the subjects is of a non analytic nature pertaining to
shape. form or colour. The nature of this information channel coupling remote events
and human perception is sought to be understood in terms of the current knowledge
of Information Theory, Quantum Theory etc. The IEEE Proceedings paper has
several drawings made by subjects together with comparisons with the originals.
The important point is that these do establish the existence of telepathlc abilities
at least to some extent. A Nobel Prize winning biologist. Sir J.C. Eccles’ has been
investigating whether mental events cause neural events analogously to the
probability fields of quantum mechanics—for instance, whether a mental event such
as intention to move could influence the subtle probabilitic operations of synaptic
boutons. Researches of this kind can throw light on whether two minds can transmit
information mutually without any verbal communicational or gestural communication
as in the case of the deaf and the mute., In the light of these experiments it is not
unreasonable to assume that the aphorisms of Patanjali may not be without scientific
substance and that the ancient sages and Yogis perhaps knew how to train
themselves to cultivate these super-normal talents in a controllable way.

There thus appears to be a case for ascertaining ways and means to understand
the wisdom of the ancients in terms of modern science. It is unfortunate that with
a great many scientists, especially the younger ones, the ultimate truth is not so
important as the means to arrive at it. Thus any conclusion not arrived at through
the use of heavy formalism like Feynman Graphs, Quantum Field Theory, Differential
Forms, Topology, Fibre Bundles, the Renormalization Group or the Finite Element
Method, must be of a low order and a matter of no consequence. Before one
accuses the ancient writers of throwing at us a bunch of results without establishing
any one of these by logical scientific reasoning, one should bear in mind an
important point. Do we really have now all the works of the ancients before us to
be able to judge conclusively whether or not they had any idea of scientific
reasoning? For instance the Surya Siddhantha, translated by Rev. Burgess,
mentions some of the works which are no longer in existence—Brahma Sidhanta,
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Parasara Siddhantha, Pancha Siddhantika of Varahamihira, Romaka Siddhantha,
etc. On the other hand one gets the impression that the great Persian scholar Al
Birunis, who came to India in the 10th or 11th century, has knowledge of the
pancha siddhantika. Swami Vivekananda says in one of his writings that even the
Vedas that we are familiar with today, are only a fraction of what existed once.
What then if all the convincing reasoning the ancients had to establish any conclusion
that we are familiar with today, is lost in some of these books that somehow
disappeared? Even the precision of their utterances ought to make us think alone
thse lines. Then again there is one towering question. Science, as we know today,
is broadbased on reason and it is the spirit of science to summarily discard anything
that is not amenable to reasoning. What if there is something superior to reason?
For instance Mahatma Gandhi says clearly in a recorded spiritual message “Faith
transcends Reason”. Interestingly though, modern scientific researches themselves
have exposed the perceptual limitations of an average human being. Man cannot
hear supersonic sounds while bats can detect polarized light. These should caution
us to acknowledge that the dictum “What man does not comprehend ought not to
exist” should be treated with extreme reserve. After all Lord Krishna had to equip
doubting Arjuna with a “divine eye” for the latter to be able to comprehend the
divine magnificent form shining with “the splendour of a thousand suns”. There
may be a deep scientific meaning in this.

“I tell you one thing—if you want peace of mind, do not find fault
with others. Rather see your own faults. Learn to make the whole
world is your own. No one is a stranger, my Child ; the whole
world is your own.”

—Sri Ma Sarada Devi
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E Hey Ram : Gandhi & India Today %

Dipanjan Muhuri
3rd Year, Economics Hons.

At a time when Gandhi's global relevance is undisputed, his vision of a tolerant
and inclusive democracy is threatened by adversarial nationalism triggered by the
ascending extremism in the political spectrum of India. Is the Swaach Bharat Abhijan
the lone survivor of Gandhism? Embraced by the world, is Gandhi stranded at
home? If so, can a heterogeneous democracy like India thrive without the principles
of secularism, pluralism and interfaith harmony so assiduously upheld by Gandhi?
Guilty of parricide at birth, can the nation afford to abandon the father in spirit? The
answer is an emphatic NO. At the brink of the Mahatma's 150th birth anniversary,
the world looks up to him as a vanguard of democracy seeking sustenance and
light.

Gandhi humanised politics in the most violent century in human history. While
Mao Zedong was initiating a violent revolution in China and Lenin defended the
murder of ‘class enemy’ who lay in a hospital, Gandhi, in what is one of the decisive
moments in the counter discourse of his politics, called off the nationwide Non Co-
operation movement due to the violence at Chauri Chaura. Incapable of hatred,
Gandhi's last utterance was the name of the Lord as the three fatal shots claimed
his life. Gun shots have continued to claim lives, the silencing of Gauri Lankesh's
dissenting voice being the latest instance of the brewing contagion of intolerance
in the country. India today in its shameless spree of persecution and censorship
has undermined the rich arugumentative heritage to which Gandhi's intellectual
debates with Tagore bear witness.

Suspending the Civil Disobedience Movement, only the sagacity of a self-
evolving political seer like Gandhi, could have undertaken the walking tours in the
winter of 1933/34 proselytizing against the obnoxious social practice of untouchability.
In his unwavering commitment to establish equal citizenship, Bapu fraternized the
untouchables and owing to it six decades before Obama, the first African American
President of the United States-took office, a Dalit was drafting the Indian Constitution.
In June 1947, a couple of months before independence, Gandhi's suggestion of a
Dalit head of state was turned down by the myopic Congress leadership. What
would have been a remarkable symbolic move by a nation at birth, was achieved

E fifty years later in 1997 when K R Narayan, the first from the Dalit community, took g
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office as the tenth President of India, Continuing in Gandhi's footsteps if we have
achieved a G.M.C. Balayogi, a Meira Kumar, a Ram Nath Kovind, our deep-seated
casteist venom has also claimed its latest victim, Rohith Vemula.

India lived a life of contradiction practising at once political equality and social
and economic inequality. In 2017, a Dalit was elected to the highest constitutional
office and months later in a shocking instance of casteist mentality officials of
Kushinagar distributed soaps, shampoos and scents to members of Mushar
community to cleanse themsleves before they could meet the chief minister of an
overwhelmingly elected government, while Gandhi preferred to stay in a Dalit colony
in Delhi rather than in the palatial Birla House. In the afternoon of 30 January 1948,
a couple of hours before his assassination, Gandhi had asked the higher-caste
leaders, “How are the Harijans?"—this question reverberates with an even greater
significance today in the broken lives of those teeming below, what P Sainath calls,
the 'destitution line’.

While constituting the first cabinet of free India, Bapu in a remarkable instance
of statemanship advocated for the inclusion of the best minds regardless of political
affiliations. Through Gandhi's mediation, despite their differences and long-standing
political bickering with Congress, S K Shanmukham Chetty, S P Mukherjee and
above all B R Ambedkar became prominent members of Nehru's cabinet. Among
the numerous leaders of national movements in the twentieth century, Gandhi was
the only one not to assume office when freedom was won. Between November
1946 and April 1947, when the Congress leadership was part of an interim central
government, the Mahatma with a handful of companions served as a relief worker
quelling communal tensions in Bengal and Bihar which Rajagopalachari considered .
Gandhi's greatest achievement.

Repeatedly investing in the future generation, in complete disregard to self-
aggrandizement, Gandhi declined the coveted presidency of the Congress once
backing the younger Nehru in 1929 and then Sardar Patel in 1930. Always nurturing
and bringing young mnds to the fore, it is his political acumen which forged the first
generation of leadership so crucial to the turbulent years after independence.
Gandhi, the astute leader, cautious of the ill tremors of domination, in an unprecedented
act of political sagacity resigned from the Congress in the Bombay session of 1934,
Disregarding his clarion call, the fang of personality cult and the mute allegiance
it engenders have swelled reaching its nadir during the black days of Emergency
and is now manifested in the fanatic bridge of the Go Rakshak. Yet Gandhi, a
vegetarian and lifelong tender of cows, had peaceflly shared a roof with a beef

eating White couple, the Polaks, in the Johannesberg of 1890s. g
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In overhasty outbursts of short sighted notions of development, leaders have
often violated the pragmatic roots of the Gandhian notion of gradualism: “one step
at a time” as he famously put it. Disregarding the protestations of his trusted
watchman, the tribal activist and anthropologist, Verrier Elwin, dams became the
Nehruvian monuments of ‘modern’ India displacing millions, mostly Adivasis and
Dalits. Gandhi's critique of the excesses of material civilization and his environmental
concerns have proved to be prophetic. Although non-violent mass protests like
Chipko Movement or Jan Lokpal Movement have aptly played the role of whistle-
blowers, yet, dizzied by the techno-commercial, we have continued to indulge in
climate incompatible development. The clamour of liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation and the conspicuous consumption by the nouveau riche have left
almost no room for safe pedestrian crossing. We have at once funded global
® environment summits and continued with our resource splurging life styles while @
Lakshadweep, Sunderbans and extensive areas of coastal Bengal and Odisha face
the threat of imminent submersion. The frugal means of an ascetic life like Gandhi's
is perhaps our last resort.

Bapu was among the first who envisaged a major social role for women. Women
today have successfully entered professional fields but innumerable Nirbhayas
continue to weep in the dark alleys of the nation. Without curbing this penchant
towards gender violence the greater idea of Satyagraha cannot be realized.

The geatest adversary of peace is not war, it is the mentality of war. Sadly,
India too has fanned this mentality by embracing the nuclear weapon keeping alive
the vogue of war in the name of peace. We have been perennially at war with our
ceasarean twin, Pakistan. Gandhi's final fast, a couple of weeks before his
assassination, in the cause of Hindu-Muslim harmony, quelled communal tensions
even in Pakistan and prompted a message from Jinnah urging Bapu to end his fast.
The adversarial twins may reflect a moment on these episodes and would do well
to remember that Gandhi and Jinnah were fellow Gujaratis and comrades. The
recollection of the virtually forgotten episodes of Leung Quinn, Gandhi's Chinese
comrade and a fellow satyagrahi in South Africa, who willingly courted arrest and
had long spells of discussions with Gandhi in jail about the multiple paths to God,
may resonate with a whole new significance on the backdrop of the recent escalation
of tension between China and India.

Democracy is the greatest laurel in the broad forehead of India; we have
sanctified the ballot but at once reduced electoral opinions into communal polarisations.

E With the political majority illicitly acting as an extension of the religious and linguistic g
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majority of the country, the threat of a majoritarian theocracy looms large over the
world's largest democracy. The alarmingly rapid Saffronisation has also cast its
pale shadow over judiciary—in January 2018, in an unprecedented instance of
far reaching consequences, four senior most judges of the Supreme Court
questioned the equanimity of the institution. The exclusionary principle driving the
attempt of homogenization, in an outright denunciation of Gandhi's commitment
to pluralism, secularism and interfaith harmony, has only succeeded in fueling the
politics of hatred and the contagion of intolerance. In India today, dissent is
treason-the intellectual non-conformism and free thinking rationalism of Narendra
Dabholkar, Govind Pansare, M.M. Kalburgi have cost them their lives. With
Gandhi's mantel resting on puny shoulders, there is little hope that the fast
dwindling space of opposition, so essential for the healthy functioning of democracy,
can be recovered. e

“All religions are true. God can be reached by different religions.
Many rivers flow by many ways but they fall into the sea. There

all are one.”
—S8ri Ramakrishna

“How are we to know that the mind has become concentrated?
Because the idea of time will vanish. The more time passes
unnoticed the more concentrated we are. In common life we see
that when we are interested in a book we do not hote the time at
all; and when we leave the book, we are often surprised to find

how many hours have passed.”
—Swami Vivekananda
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E Penetration Testing Methodology §

Sourav Chabri
Department of Computer Science, 2nd Year

Penetration testing, often abbreviated as pen test, is a process that is followed
to conduct an in-depth security assessment or audit. A methodology defines a set
of rules, practices, and procedures that are pursued and implemented during the
course of any information security audit programme. A penetration testing methodology
defines a roadmap with practical ideas and proven practices that can be followed
to assess the true security posture of a network, application, system or any
combination thereof.

Security testing methodologies
Open Source Security Testing Methodology Manual (OSSTMM)

Open Source Security Testing Methodology Manual (OSSTMM)
(http:/iwww.isecom.org/research/osstmm.html) is a recognized international standard
created by Pete Herzog and developed by ISECOM for security testing and analysis.
It's being used by many organizations in their day-to-day assessment cycle. From
a technical perspective, its methodology is divided into four key groups—scope,
channel, index, and vector. The scope defines a process of collecting information
on all assets that operate in the target environment. A channel determines the type
of communication and interaction with these assets, which can be physical, spectrum,
and communication. All of these channels depict a unique set of security components
that must be tested and verified during the assessment period. These components
are comprised of physical security, human psychology, data networks, wireless
communication medium, and telecommunication. The index is a method that is
used to classify target assets that correspond to their particular identifications, such
as MAC Address and IP Address. At the end, a vector concludes the direction
through which an auditor can access and analyze each functional asset. The whole
process initiates a technical roadmap that evaluates the target environment throughly
and is known as audit scope.

Information Systems Security Assessment Framework (ISSAF)

Information Systems Security Assessment Framework (ISSAF)
(www.oissg.org./issaf) is another open source security testing and analysis framework.
Its framework has been categorized into several domains to address the security
assessment in a logical order. Each of these domains assesses different parts of
a target system and provides field inputs for the successful security engagement.
By integrating its framework into a regular business life cycle, it may provide the
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accuracy, completeness, and efficiency required to fulfil an organization's security
testing requirements. ISSAF was developed to focus on two areas of security
testing—technical and managerial. The technical side establishes the core set of
rules and procedures to follow and create an adequate security assessment process,
while the managerial side accomplishes engagement with the management and
the best practices that should be followed throughout the testing process. It should
be remembered that ISSAF defines the assessment as a process instead of an
audit. As auditing requires a more established body to proclaim the necessary
standards, its assessment framework does include the planning, assessment,
treatment, accreditation, and maintenance phases. Each of these phases holds
generic guidelines that are effective and flexible for any organizational structure.
Open Web Application Security Project (OWASP)

The Open Web Application Security Project (OWASP) open community
brings its top 10 projects forward to increase the awareness of application security.
The project provides you with a necessary foundation to integrate security through
secure coding principles and practices. OWASP also provides you with a wonderful
testing guide as part of the OWASP Testing Project (https://www.owasp.org/
index.php/OWASP_Testing_Project) that should be carefully reviewed to determine
if this framework can assist you in your efforts. The OWASP top 10 project categorizes
the application security risks by evaluating the top attack vectors and security
weaknesses in relation to their technical and business impact. While assessing the
application, each of these risks demonstrates a generic attack method that is
independent of the technology or platform being used. It also provides you with
specific instructions on how to test, verify, and remediate each vulnerable part on
an application. The OWASP top 10 mainly focuses on the high risk problem areas
rather than addressing all the issues that surround the web application's security.

Web Application Security Consortium Threat Classification (WASC-TC) identifying
the application's security risks requires a through and rigorous testing procedure,
which can be followed throughout the development's life cycle. WASC threat
classification is another such open standard to assess the security of web applications.
Similar to the OWASP standard, it is also classified into a number of attacks and
weaknesses but addresses them in a much deeper fashion. Practising this black
art for identification and verification of threats that are hanging over the web
application requires standard terminology to be followed, which can quickly adapt
to the technology environment. This is where the WASC-TC comes in very handy.

There are a number of security testing methodologies but very few provide
stepwise, consistent instructions on measuring the security of a system or application.
| have discussed four such well-known open source security assessment

E methodologies.
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E Speed of Light g
Sudarshan Sarkar
Applied Chemistry, PG-1

“There is a legend that everything that falls into the waters of this river (River
Piedra)—leaves, insects, the feathers of birds—is transformed into the rocks that
make the riverbed. If only | could tear out my heart and hurl it into the current,
then my pain and longing would be over, | could finally forget.” The quote from
the very first page of the book ‘By the River Piedra, | sat down and wept' by Paulo
Coelho may be appropriate desire that most youths long for in various forms. Truly,
river Piedra is but a myth, but there are miraculous waters and substances of sorts
that might make you forget all your anguish, but are they the ultimate solution or
just an escape, a fool's Heaven?

We often search for the right thing in wrong places or in the wrong way and
then end up convincing ourselves that it doesn't exist. Our world, since the World
Wars, has experienced drastic advancement in all fields such as in agriculture,
industries, medicines et cetera, but with the rapid developments, we are bound
to be entrapped within the confinement of the colourful cage of the technological
era. In doing so, somewhere, we are limiting our potential as human beings and
just surviving in the forest of bricks and Iron. We constantly try to be someone
else, or just do things to please others and in that process, we tend to forget to
live our own life.

Let me tell you a story of a young boy, called Dhruva. Dhruva was an average
e kid. As he grew up, he started making friends. Soon, he learnt about many ‘sinful
delights' from his friends which his parents might never have told him about. Initially,
he would entertain the idea of trying out the delights out of the fear of getting
scolded but soon he forced himself to try them out, as Dhruva wanted to look as
cool as others. Dhruva, soon indulged in that delightful activity and instantly fell
in love with the exotic feeling he experienced.

Time flew by and Dhruva, now works in a company that makes cars. Though
he was reasonably rich and was used to social hangouts, he felt lonelier than ever.
He made more friends, tried to be funny and even spent more time with them but
in the end no one was able to make his loneliness disappear. He often returned
home drunk or in foul mood complaining about the pressure in his office. He would
lash it out at his aged parents. He felt that he isn't getting enough attention and

E if he didn't do anything sooner, he'll become lonely forever. He soon learned that g!
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many of his friends, were the topic of every conversation be it in his office or at
parties. Some of them were travelling or trying their hands in extreme sports or
just talking random selfies or groupfies in lavish social events and posting them
in social media in exchange for numerous graphically generated approval hand.
So, Dhruva decided to make something breath-taking, which will make him a
cynosure to all eyes. So, after lots of hard work, trials and errors and years of
dedication, he made a car that can travel at the speed of light. After he made the
car, his joys knew no bound. He never experienced such euphoric feelings before.
His parents expressed their pride in their son. Everything seemed perfect. Then
he remembered, why he made this car. He instantly grabbed his phone and clicked
a selfie with his car and posted it with the caption, ‘The revolutionary car that
travels at the speed of light." No sooner did he upload the picture in social media,
millions of “approval hands” came flooding in. He was now ecstatic. He then got
inside the car and started the engine. As soon as he pressed the gas pedal, the
car zoomed in a flash. He was unable to control the speed and he was going
wherever his car was taking him. He thought he was going to die, and then all the
memories came flooding in-all the mistakes he made, the times he only thought
about his own happiness and hurt others, and the fact that he never experienced
true bliss all these times he chased for happiness. He prayed that if he comes out
alive out of that mess, he would change his way of living for the better and be a
good son to his parents that he never had been. Fortunately for him, the car came
to a stop due to some mechanical failure that occured. He came out of his car,
panting, thanking the stars above. Then he looked up and was shocked. He was
unable to recognise anything. He soon learnt about the place or the time he was
in. Two hundred years have passed since he made that car. Everything he knew
and valued were long gone. He felt devastated.

The story is just a poor analogy to explain the beautiful things we leave behind
in order to reach some place sooner in life and yet never find the true mirth we
seek unknowingly. ‘Happiness is a journey, not a destination,” as Robin Sharma
had well written in his influential, best-selling book, ‘The Monk who sold His Ferrari.’
Happiness is about never achieving a goal but the good feeling that you get while
you put your best efforts to reach your goal. The sensation that you receive after
you have achieved your goal, is the complete return of the hard work and time
you had invested. It's not the goal that makes you happy, but doing the things that
you love doing, that makes you happy. When you are climbing Mt. Everest, the
friends you make, the stories you share with your fellow climbers, the odds you
fight together and the moments you spend with them on the venture of reaching
the summit will always make your heart feel warm with happiness while your
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achievement of reaching the summit will make you proud. However, as the world
is moving forward, we are forgetting what true happiness is. That is because we
are more focused on own personal benefits and instant gratification.

Partially, we can blame our parents, because they, out of love for their children
are actually making their children’s life more miserable. When a child cries for a
toy or chocolates, to appease the child, many-a-time parents buy them whatever
they ask for and over the years this becomes a habit. Basically, instant gratification
is the craving of fulfilling one's desire without any delay and with the minimum
effort. Who would want to wait for a long time, say studying for exams that's three
months away? After all you will reap the fruit of your labour after your results are
out.

Sometimes, there's nothing wrong in wanting something, sooner than expected.
However, balancing your desire with the logical judgement of time is essential to
have a serene life. Failure to attain instant gratification is often followed by
disappointment, stress and annoyance. Such emotions are born from expectations
not met. This again paves ways for substance abuse. Often many of my
acquaintances have confessed (to me) that smoking or drinking instantly make
them feel good even if they had a pretty rough day. That instant euphoric feeling,
urges them to drink or smoke or both more often and soon they can't relax or feel
good without parting their lips for the devil. Thus, stress and frustrations cloud
over their life and only these substances remain which become both their momentary
solace and death's own emissary.

“Give up dry discussion, this hotchpotch of philosophy. Who has

been able to know God by reasoning ?”
—Sri Sarada Devi

“All the secret of success is there; to pay as much attention to the

means as to the end.”
—Swami Vivekananda
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Prof Virendar Sing Chauhan
Renowned Scientist, Chairman, EC, NAAC and Member, UGC

| am delighted to be amongst you all on the happy occasion of the convocation
day of this magnificent college whose foundation was laid in 1941 by Ramakrishna
Mission and whose name Vidyamandira was given by Swami Vivekananda himself
who envisioned it to be a premier institute of higher learning modeled on Guru Kul
System. Vidyamandira has gone from strength to strength and is now recognized
as one of the best institutions of higher education in the country, fulfilling in many
ways Swamiji's dreams. All of you and those who have been associated with the
college deserve to feel proud of this fact. Convocation day is an important day in @
any student's life because it represents an important milestone in his/her life. | am
sure about those of you who will be leaving the college, that your parents and well
wishers are very proud of you and your achievements. Let me share some of my
thoughts that might be of some relevance to this occasion.

India is a big country with the largest population of youth between the ages 18-
30 in the world and therefore in this sense the future belongs to this country. You
are among the top 1% of this age group in India, and therefore immensely privileged,
and consequently, have additional responsibilities. Higher education, world over
and now also in India has gone through a massive change. With the emergence
of the middle class all over the world and increasing demand for accessing higher
education, the universities and colleges everywhere have come under great pressure
to expand, change and adapt. On the other hand they are expected to keep their
core values of educating students not only by providing them with specific knowledge @
in their chosen areas of studies but also by preparing them to go out in the societies
to serve. Institutions of higher education also impart a set of values, including ethical,
moral and service of others particularly those who are less fortunate in the society.
In this respect, you have been blessed and privileged in that you have been taught
by teachers of not only outstanding quality but also immense dedication. It is a part
of Indian culture for a long time that the teachers have been held in a very high
esteem. As the saying, “Guru Govind Dono Khade, Kake Langoo Paon, Balihaari
Guru Aapne Jin Govind Diyo Bataye” suggests it is the the teacher who shows the
path for future and ultimately to God.

You will be stepping in a world which is highly connected, exciting, and full of
opportunities but, at the same time, it is complex, full of ironies and conflicts.

E Fortunately for you generation India is really at a juncture where it can, and will, g!
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revert to its old glorious days of prosperity, of scholarship of inclusiveness and with
respect to all of you as the future workforce, India can be what Swami Vivekananda
ji dreamed of; strong, full of opportunities, justice, moral values, and can emerge
as a true world leader.

India has an ancient civilization but as a nation it is young, growing fast; its
GDP growth is the fastest in the world. It has an aspirational huge middle class.
India can feed its huge population, is rapidly increasing its educational base, its
health care system, and above all has nurtured democracy since its independence.
These are amazing achievements by any standards. But, at the same time there
are huge challenges; India has an astonishing number of the poor, high degrees
of malnutrition, high prevalence of infectious diseases like Tuberculosis, unacceptable
levels of inequality and so on. These are the challenges that your generation will
have to face and overcome to make India a great modern nation. This is where the
value system(s) that you have been inculcated with at the university become of
utmost importance.

What value system should one carry forward as one leaves university/college
and prepares to step into a highly competitive and complex world. How does one
become successful after obtaining higher education? What is the measure of
success? Actually, we all are very lucky to have born in this great country of Sri
Ramchandra, of Mahatma Gandhi, Ambedkar, Vivekananda, Tagore and many
others. All of them have also left a huge body of written works and | urge you to
read at least some of the work of these great souls and imbibe whatever appeals
to you. For example, Swami Vivekananda said on “giving” that one should give and
continue to give till it really hurts. And, that serving others is the real and only religion
and real service to nation. You see enough austerity here in the life style of some
very capable, dedicated | and highly intelligent monks of the Ramakrishna Mission
order, but if you get a chance to visit Gandhi Ashram at Sabarmati you will see for
yourself that our own needs are really very few. Needless to say, you have a duty
to yourself, your family, your parents, and your teachers but you will have to go
much beyond that in order to fulfill Swamiji's dreams.

India has amazingly rich and old traditions, culture, values which somehow
appeared to have gone out of focus. Respect for others particularly older persons,
sense of gratitude for receiving, awareness of one's own culture, language and
traditions, rational thinking, and to take the best of these values is what will help
you the most in life, and being a good citizen of this great country. A good reading
and consideration of our age old literature and epics will actually inspire and amaze
you. There are no situations in life where teaching from Gita, Ramayan and
Mahabharat will not be of relevance. Lord Krishna said if your thinking is large then

E no problem is big enough but if your thinking is small then all problems become
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big. Whatever you do, whatever job you undertake, do it with utmost honesty, and
dedication. Always aspire for more but never at the cost of compromising with your
value system and sense of whatever is right. At the end of the day that is what will
give you joy, peace and a sense of purpose.

The world you will step into now is highly competitive, but | am sure that your
stay at Vidyamandira has prepared you well, and that all of you will find your suitable
places of work. No matter where you go, remember work is worship; there is no
substitute for hard work. Whatever you do-do it well and honestly. Look after
yourselves, but not at the cost of harming someone else. Keep your mind calm,
and body fresh and strong. Regular exercise, practicing Yoga, sitting in silence for
sometimes are very valuable habits. You must have made many friends at the
university and you should nurture good friendship; at the end of the day it is the
family and friends who will matter the most.

There is nothing that you cannot achieve once you put your mind to it. So, you
go ahead, embrace the world-it is yours for taking but take it well and gently. You
are the future of this great country.

Finally, as Swami Vivekanand said real education was that which emabled a
person to stand on his own legs and helped him manifest the perfection already in
him by a harmonious development of his head, hand and heart. In his opinion, a
balanced combination of the secular and the spiritual training constituted the true
dimension of education. So, you go ahead and show that you have imbibed the
spirit of Swami Vivekananda's thoughts and dreams.

“God Can Be Realised Through All Paths.”
—Sri Ramakrishna

“You cannot believe in God until you believe in yourself.”
—Swami Vivekananda

e—— . ———
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5th Convocation Address on 8th December 2017

Prof. Dhirendra Pal Singh
Director, NAAC and Former Vice Chancellor

I am highly delighted, extremely privileged and honoured to address the august
gathering here at Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira. Convocation day signifies
a memorable occasion in the life of a student and is strongly linked with the dreams
of youth. | take this opportunity to congratulate all the graduating students and their
proud parents and the teachers who have groomed them to this level that they are
being awared with degrees, medals and certificates of excellence. | wish you all fo
scale new heights of success and glory in your life.

It is a matter of great happiness to know that this college is widely known for
its academic excellence and has achieved many milestones in its academic journey.
It is committed to quality higher education, which is reflected in its NAAC ‘A’ Grade.
Also, the college is adjudged by the UGC as a ‘College with Potential for
Excellence’, and has been awarded the stature of Autonomous College. | congratulate
the Secretary, the Principal and their dedicated team for these achievements. | am
also enthralled to see the serene and tranquil campus with adequate infrastructure.
| am sure that this Vidyamandira will excel further.

Friends, we live in a world with diverse faiths and cultures. In India, we respect
all the religions and faiths and service to mankind is supreme. Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa, an ardent devotee of Maa Kali, was an embodiment of Divinity. He
believed in the Unity of God, divinity of human beings and the harmony of Religions.
For Him, all paths lead to one goal that is the God Realization. He laid great
emphasis on “Devotion to God”. According to Him “In this age, work without devotion
to God has no legs to stand upon. It is like a foundation on sand. First cultivate
devotion.” He further said, "One is safe to live in the world, if one has Viveka
(discrimination of the Real from Unreal), and Vairagya (dispassion), and along with
these, intense devotion to God.”

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa changed the lives of many disciples and one
of his disciples, Narendra Nath transformed into Swami Vivekananda, who showed
the path of Karma, Service and Spirituality to the world. My dear students, you are
blessed as you could get an opportunity to study in this great institution, guided
by the philosophies of Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa and Swami Vivekananda.

Indians have always been on the forefronts and proven their mettle in all areas
of performance in science, technology, industry, politics, education, governance or
any other field. Youth has always been the engine of change, transformation and
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growth. The students are the torch bearers of the future society. Our country has
more than 50% of its population below the age of 25 and more than 65% below the
age of 35. It is expected that, by 2020, the average age of an Indian will be 29
years, compared to 37 for China and 48 for Japan. Most of the revolutions around
the world are sparked, fuelled and lead by the power of youth. In the times to come,
the young generation of India will make the most formidable contribution in steering
the nation on the path of growth, development and prosperity. | firmly believe that
Indian youth has the perspective, potential and power to position our Nation as the
“World Leader”. Swami Vivekananda has rightly said for the youth, “All power is
within you. You can do anything and everything. Believe in that.” | am sure you will
choose to do the right things in the righteous manner with the best of your intentions
and efforts, and will be successful in all walks of your life.

Our students are the leaders of development of tomorrow. The teachers have
groomed them and the educational institutions have equipped them with necessary
abilities and skills. Their teachers have provided them with the wings and the
strength to fly. They impart an all-round training in an atmosphere of serenity,
discipline and moral purity which help them develop into worthy citizens of the
country with a sense of genuine pride in their hoary cultural traditions. Education
should not only be related to human empowerment but also to the broadening of
outlook. An overall transformation can be worked out aiming at turning students
into global citizens. Shri Rabindra Nath Tagore has rightly stated in his famous
contribution ‘Gitanjali’ “Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
where knowledge is free; where the world has not been broken up into fragments
by narrow domestic walls.”

| firmly believe that teachers are shouldering the most important responsibility
in the growth and development of individuals, society and nation at large. It is my
personal experience and observation that the teacher impacts the life and
achievements of students in a variety of ways. In our society teachers are looked
upon as “Role Models”. In fact, teachers are like a touchstone who can transform
the lives of students by their character, conduct, attitude, knowledge and skills.
The true meaning of a Teacher or Guru is “One who dispels darkness of ignorance’”.
Guru is not just a person but it is considered as the divine guiding energy which
helps humanity to realise its true nature. This energy works through an able person
who is pure enough to hold it. The nation expects that the Gurus, the Teachers
will discharge their duties and responsibilities in a pious, sincere and committed
manner.

Holistic development of the students is a vital issue of concern. Our higher

education institutions have to play the role of a master craftsman in unleashing the
full potential of their students to bring out brilliance in all dimensions of their
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personality. Sports, yoga, arts, cultural and extra-curricular activities are in integral
part of student development. | believe that our educational policy, systems and
institutions have to give more emphasis on holistic development by providing
required support, resources and opportunities to students. The four pillars of learning
proposed by the UNESCO as fundamental principles for reshaping the education
are worthy to cite here. They are: Learning to know; Learning to do; Learning to
live together and Leaning to be. In my opinion, the educational institutions should
emphasise more on developing holistic personality of the learners and thereby
contribute in making complete human beings.

As you are aware, the Government of India is coming up with a new National
Policy on Education to bring major reforms in education system for quality and
excellence. | firmly believe that it should focus on Indianising global education and
global facilitation of higher education; promoting holistic education, holistic human
development and holistic national development; strengthening family institution,
human values and cultural heritage; and promoting inclusiveness, peaceful coexistence
and universal brotherhood. The new National Policy on Education should also
include initiatives on balancing the global and the local; ancient wisdom and modem
world of knowledge; strengthing connection-individually, socially, nationally and
globally; developing intellectuals and responsible citizens; and also initiatives for
environmental up-gradation and sustainability. | am sure the new Education Policy
will be able to meet the changing dynamics of our requirements with regards to
equity, access, accountability, affordability, excellence, research and innovation,
employmability etc.

My dear students, the world that you are now stepping into is full of opportunities.
The manner in which India is being built is setting an example for the rest of the
world. The exponential growth of the digital economy, affordable clean energy, and
the significant accomplishments in the space programmes, etc., are a few examples
of how India is marching ahead. We have to dream big and contribute in national
growth and development. We have to realise our dreams through our sincere efforts
and sustained hard work. Remember what our former President of India, Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam once said, “Dream is not that which you see while sleeping, it is
something that does not let you sleep”. This dream will determine your attitude and
your attitude will then take your ventures to greater heights.

Me dear students, on this special day of your life, | wish your life to be guided
by three essential gems or Tri Ratnas for Life:

The first gem is Values. Strong Human Values are at the core of every successful
endeavour. We must realize, refresh and reinforce core human values such as
Truthfulness, Love, Peace, Righteous Conduct, Integrity, etc. in our thoughts and

conduct. It is only then we become great human beings. é
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The second gem is Sensitivity. Being sensitive is essential. In this digital era,
we are losing our sensitivities to electronic communication technologies. We need
to reflect our sensitiveness towards human and all living beings, nature and other
aspects of life. We must respect the existence of every element of this Universe
and serve them with our best possible efforts.

The third gem is Karma. We must have right focus on our Karma, that is-
Actions, because actions speak louder than words. The youth is entrusted with the
greatest responsibilities of creating the future. You must decide to to the right Karma,
for the right Purpose, with right set of competencies, and with the devotion to God,
so as to make your life purposeful and meaningful.

I am sure, each one of you will possess these three Gems within you. | also
believe that you will follow the path prescribed by Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
e and Swami Vivekananda for serving humanity. ®

| once again congratulate graduating students of this college and extend my
best wishes for their bright future. | pray to the Almighty to lead you to the path of
knowledge, happiness, peace, prosperity and fulfilling life.

| would like to conclude my thoughts with a shloka from the Upanishad :
“Om Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah,

Sarve Santu Nir-Aamayaah

Sarva Bhadraanni Pashyantu

Maa Kashcid-Duhkha-Bhaag-Bhavet

Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih”

It means :

“Om, May All become Happy,
May All be Free from lliness.
May All See what is Auspicious,
May no one Suffer.

Om Peace, Peace, Peace.”
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